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Communicatiows’, 
FORGIVENESS. | 


Origin att 


There is no subject of theology that-is more im- 
perfectly understood by the great mass of pro- 
fessing christians than the subject of forgivness 
for sin. 
tions that have obtained in regard to this particu 
lar, originated in wrong conceptions of the divine 
governinent, as displayed in the institution of the 


Errors begets errors; and the wrong no- 


Taking it for granted, that the punishment in- 
curred. for a transgression of the divine law is 
immortal and endless pain; and knowing that the 
salvation of Jesus Christ, which includes in its 
covenant blessings ‘the remission of sins that are 
past through the forbearance of God,’ terminates 
in. ineffable glory, unsullied happiness, aud indis- 
solublelife, the inference bas been drawn, that 
forgivness consists ina reprieve, or release from 

deserved punishment. 

Admitting that endless punishment is the pen- 
alty imposed for transgression, it would not do, 
to allow thata person could be both punished and 
forgiven for the same offence. For that would 
present the palpable solecism, that an individual 
might suffer an eternity of torment for his mis-| 
eonduct, and then be forgiven, or witness the re- 
mission and pardon of his sins while enduring 
punishment. 

But it is worthy of remark,that no doctrine is! 


more fully set forth, nor one more plainly and un- ||" 


equivocally taught in tbe scriptures of divine 
trath, than that the wicked shall be recompensed 
for their iniquity. Aud it is not unfrequently the) 
case, that those who teach the doctrine of forgiv-) 
imess of punishment, seriously vbject to the gor-: 
pel of universal. impartial, and triumphant grace, 
onthe ground, that it promises an exemplion from 
deserved punishment—so geverally is the truth of 
this sentiment acknowledged. ‘Happy isthe man: 


- nature of forgiveness ? 


given of his sins. 


‘clear the guilty.’ 


also nae Geb notice, that the doctrine “€ the cer- 
tainty of plenary punishment for sin is, not more 
positively and distinctly taught in the Bible, than 
the» doctrine of forgivness of sin. 
the conclusion? Do the scriptures contradict 


themselves? Are they ‘yea and nay,’ from the 
beginning to the end—a tissue of palpable contra- 
dictions? Itis by attaching such monstrosities 
and glaring inconsistencies to the divine Record, 
that many are led to reject it altogether, and to 
regard it as the work of fiction and folly, unwor- 
thy of credence or notice. 

As TRUTH is ever one simple uniform thing, 
and always consistent with itself—and as the 
christian community acknowledge the scriptures 


to be true in all their doctrinal teachings, I appeal 


suspecting at least, that there is some mistake here? 
—somie wrong notions entertained concerning the 
Tt does appear to me, that} 


as both doctrines are asserted again and again il 
the sacred oracles, they. must both be true; and 


‘\that they must so far harmonize with each other. 


as to admit of the sentiment, that a person may be 
fully punished for all his offences, and, yet be for- 
Could I be convinced to the 
contrary, [ see not how I should avoid the necess- 
ity of yielding up all confidence inthe precious) 
BOOK; unless [ ac knowledged : that the doctrines 
and principles therein inculeated were concealed 
in such obseure, ambiguous, unintelligible lan- 
guage, that it required another REVELATIONTtO ex- 
plain it. 

That we are correct in the supposition, that the 
subject of punishment may be forgiven his trans- 
gressions, is coufirmed by several passages of] 
scripture. In Exodus xxxiv: 6,7, we read, ‘the 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long 
suffering, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, 
transgression and sin 3 and that will by no means 
Here we are expressly told, that 
Jehovah, in the rich plenitude of his mercy and 
goodness, forgives iniquity, transgression, and sin; 
and yet he by no means clears the guilty, or lets the 
wicked go unpunished, 

David says, Ps. xcix: 8, ‘Thou wast a God that! 


of their iaventions.’ 


clearly incuicated, 


The following is the message cominunicated to 
Isaiah by prophetic inspiration, to, be proclaimed, 
to the children of Israel; ‘Comfort ye my people, | 
saith your God. 


i not that which he disalloweth. It is 


What then is| 


to the candid of all who béar the christian name| 
and inquire, whether there is not just ground for 


and abundant in goudness and truth, | gressor from his unholy sinful desires, 


forgavest them; though thou tookest vengeance), 


The,same idea is here most), 


Speak ye conifortably to Jerusa-! 
lem, aud ery upto her, that her warfare is accom-| 


AUB ER 


\plished, that ae iniquity is pardoned ; for she hath 


iretemred of the Lord’s hand double for all. her 
Tsa. xl: 1, 2. 


| Here we are told, 1 that the inhabitants of Jeru- 
jsalem, or the children of Israel had yeceived 
double (an hyperbole, signifying a full and satis- 
| factory amount) punishment for all their\sins; and 
2 that in consequence of divine justice being sat- 
lisfied in their recompense of reward received, 
their iniquities were pardoned and blotted from 
jthe book of remembranee. The conclusion there- 
fore irresistibly follows—that the penalty of the 
divine law islimited and corrective chastisement s 
and that forgiveness of sin is consistent with pun- 
lishment for sin. 


‘sins.’ 


I know thatin consequence of our edneational 
impressions, which are almost as, lasting as the 
‘mind, itis difficult for us to perceive how a person 
can be both punished for sin, and yet be forgiy- 
jen the same offences. Some have attempicd to re- 
concile the matter,by making the word jorgiveness, 
|consist in absolving men from their iniquities, by 
delivering them from their sinful motives, feelings 
& desires; and have offeredsome labored critcisms 
onthe subject. Having established this point to their 
satisfaction&then proving that punishment is disci- 
plinary & emencgatory—without discriminating the 
difference between an outward restraint from sin, 
which is the most that punishment, abstractly con- 
sidered, can produce, and holiness of heart and pu- 
rity of thought and motive, which is what the 
ilaw and the gospel require; they have found no 
‘difficulty in reconciling the two doctrines togeth- 
ler, so as to perfectly harmonize. 
| But granting this hypothesis it would be neither 
2) more nor less, than the blending of forgiveness, 
| punishment, and salvation together in sucha man- 
jner, as to make them synonynious terms. For, 
‘punishment consists in reforming the offenders— 
i forgiveness siguifies the deliverance of the trans- 
and base 
‘wicked practices—and salvation implies a deliver- 
ance from iniquity and folly. Now I cannot dis- 
cover that the scriptures warrant such a result.— 
There seems to be asmuch distinction made be- 
tween these terms, as any other, and they do not 
seem to be employed interchangeably or for the 
communication of the same idea. And if ever 
forgiveness is employed to signify a deliverance 
from sits as noted above, it must be by way of that 
idiom ofspeech so common to the Hebrews, where 
la part stands for tue whole—oue doctrine of the 
iguspel—for the whole scheme of reconciling 
The sentiment T am noticing supposes, 
delivering man from 


grace, 
‘that forgiveness consists in 
motives to evil whieh jmplies that the remissson 
of sins is a deliverance from prospective sins— 
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whereas the scriptures speak of the ‘remission of 
sins that are past through the forbearance of God. 
Rom. iii: 25. Moreover, forgiveness is not wit- 
nessed until punishment has been imposed, and 
the creature is restored to holiness. Itoceurs a fie 
salvation has been experienced, and bence is uot 
one and the same with it. 


The parable of the prodigal son illustrates this 
subject in the most admirable manner. While in 
the land of riot and dissipation, by his folly, wick- 
eduess, sensuality, and indulgence he reduced 
himselfito astate of beggary and want. Friend- 
less and fortorn he looks about for relief; and 
there is no kind hand to administer to his necesi- 
ties. As his last resort he joins himself to a citi- 
zen of the country,. who puts him to the menial 
employment of feeding swine. Here, languish 
ish and fainting, destitute and helpless, he fain 


. oe Serer ee alas! then 
would eat the food given the swine; but alas! there | ‘ weights . ! ! 
: re \death for che violation of law, and is reprieved by 


Oh, the wretched consequen 
He now feels all the bitter 
the compunstions 


is no one to bestow. 
ces atleudanton sin 
- anguish—the sorrow, the grief, 


of soul, the fatal evils resulting from vice and fol- 
ly. The punishinent seems to 
ean bear. At length he forms 


return to his father’s house, his 


be greater than li 
the -resolution t 
kindred 
homme, to seek that sustenance, friendship, and fa- 


and his 
vor to which he is now a stranger, and which it Is 
in vain to expectabroad, where he is recognized 
as a despised outcast, and a vagabond in the earth. 
Reflecting on lis miserable condition, he says. 
show many hired servants of ‘my father’s have 
bread enough and to spare, and | perish with hun 
ger? [will arise acd go to my father &e? Buy 
he had been an undutfal child—a_ wayward, dis- 
obedient, sinful, profligate youth. He had wastec 
the property he had received. 
his rags and weretcheduess. What could he expec 
there ? 
How could the father receive him back again, af- 


What could he plead in his own behalf? 


ter he had abused all lis kindnesses, and broug! 
disgrace on himself and kindred. 
not think his father would forgive him. No. th 
could not flatter himself with the anticipation 
Here 


he says, ‘1 will arise and go to my father, and wil 


that he would experience so great a favor. 


say unto him, father, Phave sinned against heaves 
and before thee; and am no ivere worthy to b 2 
ealled thy sen: make me as one of thy hired ser 
vants” But mark the result. ‘While he was ye 
a great way off, ‘bis father sw him, and had com 
passion 5 anil ran, and fell on his neck, and kissec 
him?’ ‘Phe son began bis pleas; but the father in 
terrupts—he freely forgives—he passes by all hi: 


former misconduct, still regarding hin with th 


| 


j|-—his iniquity is pardoned ; and he has received 
i . 


withthe authority of reprieve, to provide means 
He must return in|} 


‘he second instance, it should be understood, that 
Ali! he conta) 


home in penitence. That was sufficient. The 


father receives him to his bosom with joy and) 


gladness, and greets him with a welcome simile— 
His sins and iniquities are remembered no more, 


The gratifying sentiment breaks upon his ear,) 


‘speak ye comortably to my son, wlio was dead 
and is alive again; for his warfare is accomplished 


slouble for all sins... 
The official pardon exercised by civil magistrates 


in criminal cases is often brought forward as al 


means of illustrating the way and manner forgive- 
ness is extended by God to the rebellious stljects 
of his moral government; a tittle attention to thi- 
subject may not be unprofitably bestowed. 

There are but two instances that now ocenr to 
my mind, in which the pardoning powers vested 
in the civil magistrate is exercised. Oneis where 
an individual is adjudged to the punishment o 


the chief magistrate—the other is where a erim 
nal is sentencea to endure punishment during a 
vertan period of time, and is liberated by the same 
authority, ere that time expires. 

The spiritof the provision that places the par- 
doning power in the bands of the magistrate to 


be exercised at his discretion, is to guard against} 
unjust and improper punisnment, whieh is ever) 


Gable toto be imposed inall human governments. 
fn the first instance, an immocent person migh, be 
condemned by the laws of his country to the ig- 
uominious death of the gallows. False witnesses, 
humerous Circumstances 5 and various incident 
night serve to convict him of the crime alledged. 
Now the object of vesting the chief magistrate) 


for liberating said idividual trom the punishment 
he is doomed to suffer, in case that the cireuin- 
stances thereafier developed, shall convince hing 
of the immocency. of sai person. Tn relation to 
the chief object of the panishiment imposed, ix to 
jreclaim the eriminal and restrain bing fron further 
jtansgrcssion through fear of evil. thence the de- 
svnof the use of the pardoning power in this 
lease, is, lo grant deliverance to the transgressot 
jWhou there exists sufficient evidence to prove 
| hat the objeet of the law in his reformation ha- 


sameafecionas before his departure fron daiy i vab te ihe transgressor of his law. This’ ] ‘gai 


Vie will not treat him as a fired servant? Now pardon exercised ANON, Wen Originates not iM mer}! 


He receives him as hislong absetit, wayward boy 


returned to share his kindness and tris love. 


in all the tender soliciiude of an affectionate pa las va iae ueeessitv of the ease, inorder to te 
reut, he commands hisservants to clothe hind wt! | 


the hest role, to put arise on l’s finger and shoes 
on his feet, al to prepare a sumptions past thie 
they might eclebrate the restoration of him, ‘whic 
wes cerd and isalive again, who was lostand + 
found? 


cieutly punished for his viees and folles Ty th 


He we'l knew the yout: had boon s fF 


evils he had brought upon himself: and wh 
We had Wh 
error of his ways, and returned to his father: 


should he affiet him more ? 


sen 


bey or benevolonee—neimher does it Consist in a de- 


Aue Lverance tron deserved punishments— lt origin 


| retsed by the executive authority of human gov- 


Feeen atlained, ere the time specified in the dette 
of tie penalty for his restoration to liberty, has 
* 

lactua ly expired, 

fc will therefore be perceived, that there is nm 


| a nae 
vee ubanee between the pardouing principle ox 


rhaents, and the forgiveness tendered by Jcho- 


J isi,cn aecount of the ignorance Of human tribue! 


hand returas to the paths of duty and yirtie; and 


| There is however, nothing that ean more forei- 
bly illustrate the nature and office of forgiveness, 
‘than a case we may notice oceurring in human 
“governments. An individual has broken the laws 


of his country. Heis pnt under criminal process; 
Js tried—found guilty, and sentenced to five years 
limprisonment inthe State Penitentiary asa pun- 
shment for his offence. He suffers the penalty, 
jandis released. According to the letter of the 
‘law, he has been suitably punished for his miscon- 
duct—rewarded according to bis deeds—and 
therefore heis released fron his confinement.— 
Butis he forgiven? Itis true he enjoys a nega- 
live liberty ; but he is deprived of many of the 
‘privileges of common freemen—many of the 
rights of citizenship are taken away,and are not 
irestored. In the eye of the law, he is a’ vagabond 
an the earth—and with the law, there is no forglve- 
mess. : 

| We will suppose he returns to his friends and 
ineighbors, relatives and associates, and seeks to 
eusbosoin himselfin their society. + Butthey spurn 
hin from: their presence, and treat hin as unwor- 
shy of their confidence or regard, friendship or 


i 
| 


} 
baffeerne | 4 : 
jaffection; and compel hin to seck acceptance in a 


jmore geifial clime. Does beexperience remission 
Of sin? No. He has been punished for his int. 
iquites; but he is n-t forgiven. All his former 
He finds in 
society, Ho sympathy ne affection, no kindness, ne 
heart tobeat in unison with his, What is his sit- 
luation 2 "Though surrownded by multitudes, be 
leels that he isalone—that he is like a solitary vak 
unpre tected inthe wide plain, subject to be riven 
by the scathing touch of the Jighming’s deadly 
shati, or prostrated 10 the carth by the rude tem- 
pest and the storni. 


ievils are remembered against him. 


What are his*feelings ?2— 
Ah, he faintly murnurs—Oh for a lodge in some 
vast wilderness—some conugnity of shade, that I 
aight be alone—that 1 might be far from the 
haunts of men; and enjoy the solitude ane rural 
pleasures realized by the hermit of the 


yale— 
Then Pshould be free from the scoffs, the tinnts, 
and reproaches of a cold, unfeeling, unforgiving 
world,’ ; 

It will be thus pereeived, that forgiveness con- 
Ssis inover ooking, blotting out, forgetting, remit- 
ting—pardoning sius vnd offences past; and re- 
ceiving back into the same favoras was extended 
and enjoved before transgression,—and which if 


Witnessed in the instanve above noticed, the poor 
offeast would: have enjoyed sweet conunupion 
with associntes and companions, aud experienced 
ithe sweels of friendshi Conse- 
quently we are to understand, that forgiveness 


pwith God extended to man through Jesns Christ, 


pand social life, 


seonsists In remembering sins amd iniquities no 


'more, when he has been punished for his offences, 


lexperienced and realized by the siimer, it implies 


| 
Irhe removal of gwlt trom the minds so that in con- 
I 


mes ne regard to mezny cases Of criminal ebarac-| 


rsubumtited tor decision, and their liability te 


| 
es] 
ni knows the amount OF punishment necessary 


ay—and Levee, le needs no provisions for toy- 


siveness, for tie purposes above mentioned, 


cuisake, and consists in adeliveranece from unjust 
So Htisheaent denoteced—God is acquainted wink 


| . oh ieee ei Wee, 
Po answer the purpose amt ohpe: of h’s divine itable. 


\fiddlenee he ean hold communion with Him, to 


whom he isaceountab'e& vith whom we haveto de 
And kind reader. as Gol in the exercise of hig 
merey and grace, is disposed to forgive men their 


edhotgdis, the motives, and: acdous of men _[tresspasses, we shou!'d here learn a lesson, to for- 
ler v- one another, and be kind, mereifil, and chare 


lL. 8 


‘ Know then thyself: presnme not God to s 
The proper study of mankind is man,’ 
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. DRUNKENNESS. 


Original. 


The wise man Solomon, has asked, ‘Who hath, 
woe? who hath sorrow 2) who hath contentions ?) 
who hath babblings? who hath wounds without, 
cause ? who hath redness of eyes ?’--and to this 


question he has giyen the following answer, | (leadly draught. 
‘They that tarry long at the wine.’ It will he per-! drinker to the fact, that all drunkards were once} 


ceived that the consequences of an inordinate use|like him, and boasted their powers of mind and) 


of intoxicating liquors, are here deseribed to be theirability to know when they had drank enough, 


present miseries. | 


The subject of intemperance is one that has of 
of late years, engrossed much of the attention of 
an enligithened public, and we rejoice that the ef- 
forts to subdue thiseremy of liaman happiness, 
have not been wholly unavailing. © An array of 
facts has heen presented tothe public, calculated 
to convince the most sceptical, of the pernicious 


tendency of strong drinks. But we regret that!) 
some of the measures which have been adopted|) 


by the master-workers in temperance reform, have 
not been characterized by more pursuasion and 
bess denunciation—by more argument and less 
slander ; anc especially do we regret that sectari- 
anism has sometimes shown her grim visage, iu the 
foremost ranks of ‘temperance measures. We 
allude to the fact, that the dogma of endless mis- 


ery, is, with many, thought to be a powerful agent! 
in effecting reformation amoug drunKards, or of 


preventing others from becoming so. 
I believe it is asserted by the prominent direc- 


tors of temperance plans, that they intend to keep) 


this work entirely free from all sectarianism; if so, 
why do we hear in almost every teuiperance lec- 
wire, periodical, and tract, the sectarian dogma ot 
endless misery inculeated? Do not the abettors 
of temperance measures, know, that this doctrine 
is purely sectarian? If not, we inform that it is, 
and if they would keep sectarianism out of their 
measures, they must keep this notion out. 

This long eredit system may also, be justly cep- 
sured for its demoralizing tendency. 


That misery which, it is thought, will be endless 
in duration, is said to commence after death; and 
if the drunkard has this punishment held up to 
his view, as a consequence of his inclination, he 
will Jose sight of the real and present iniseries 
that surround him. 
those unseen miseries (so much talked of) in 
another world ; but we do know that the drunkard 
kath woe, sorrow, contentions, wounds without 
honorable cause, redness of eyes, and a still longer 
train of evils which flow as immediate and certain 
consequences, of tarrying long at the intoxicating 
bowl. Let frets, not fancies, be presented to the 
public. The cause of temperance is worthy of 
the countenance of all men, We must close our 
eyes fo the most palpable facts, if we cannot per- 
ceive that drunkenness is one of the greatest 
curses, that can scourge the world, The history 
of this scourge of man, is a history of misery. 
crime, and degradation, tis an enemy to indi- 
viduals, a curse to families, a fiend in neighbor- 
hoods, ani} au evil in the earth. All good met. 
will, then, wage against this viee, a war of utter 
extermination. Were the world rid of this evi 
4t would be a bright day for virtue, and an omen 
oof greaver success to gospel truth. Universalist: 
sertainly wish for the speedy overthrow of intem- 


We know nothing about| 


perance. We are determined to give that vice no 
favour; but we must be excused if we do not 
adept the popular measures of the day. We ill! 
adopt such measures as the Bible furnishes. We 
would point the man who hankers for the perni- 
cious bow}, to those evils which will surely come 
uvon him like an armed host, should he drink the! 
We would point the temperate 


and then to forbear, The temperate drinker of in-| 


(oxi rating liquors may be a drunkard 3 the man. 
| who abstains from them entirely never can. 
| We commend the scripture quotation which! 
\prefaces this article to the heads and hearts of our’ 
readers, and earnestly ask them, to touch not, 
taste not, and handle not the pernicious thing. 


Cee Wis | 


| 
| 


CRUELTY. | 


Original, 


| Many people seem not to be aware of tie fact, 
that cruelty in man ard cruelty in God are not! 
jtwothings, Cruelty is cruelty, let it be perpetra-| 
jted by whom it may. We would all unite in 
‘branding that father in name, yet monster in prac-| 
‘tice, who should burn his own children ina fur-| 
nace of fire for the briefest period of time: and) 
‘language would not express the blackness of that| 
man’s hearty who should cast his offs pring in 
burning flames till their sufferings found relief in) 
death, Sucha procedure would be productive of 
ino good, and would be nought but cruelty. Now, | 
if God acts in this manner towards his children 
can he be cleared fromthe charge of the black-| 
estcruelty 2 Surely not. There isa difference in) 
the cruelty of God and man in one respect. The 
cruelty of man can be exercised but for a moment, | 
but that cruelty which, it is said, God will inflict, | 
eadures forever. Andif the iron hearted parent! 
iscruel in tormenting his children through time,| 
Zod must be infinitely more so to torment his| 
offspring during the wasteless ages of eternity.— 
Anveternal punishment can do no good, and unless) 
God be cruelty itself, he never willinflict it. Bur,! 
‘ God is love, this is his name and vature. Wel 
may rest assured, therefore, that he will not stain 
his character with acts that would make the heart; 
of the blood thirsty savage soften and pity. 


THE WORLD TO COME. 
Tt is cheering to the traveller, who has ascen- 


ainous country, and with wearied limbs sought) 
epose in the shady vale, beside the gurgling} 
5took, as the setting sun rapidly descends the 
vesterh horizon, and he finds himself many 
niles from his home, to think. that another day 
vill come, in which he shall be enab'ed to reacli 
the spot where are centered all Lis hopes of 
i ppiness. So, to the believer in the promise 
uade to Ab:aham, the prospect is cheering tha 
eyond the dark n'ght of death, there is an eter- 
val dav, a home of endless glory, of eterna! 
ests Every one who beieves the worls of tle 
‘avior, may look beyoud the beu rds of -ine—|: 


c. W. |'This will not be denied. 
i 
jsin abounded, grace did much mure abound.’— 
|Who then shall set limits tothe reign of divine 
led and descended the rugged hills of a moun-jcrace, and say, ‘thus far—but no farther ?— 
ye who limit the Holy one of Israel! 


spring, depart and return! 
nasses on, desire and the wind continue unre- 


world, where gloom, and doubts, and fears, 
aad tears, anu pains, shall never enter—a world 


where weariness shall never be known—where ° 


Winter shall never chill and destroy the most 
delicate flowers—a world, a country where am- 


jaran‘hine flowerets bloom, watered and refresh- 


ed by the dews of eternal love, nurtured and 


| warmed by the smile of the God of unbounded 


mercy and compassion. 


The members of the human raee are, now 
like children, who are a great distance from 
‘heir home. They wander in the mazes of sin, 
ind subject themselves to numberless inconven- 
encies. They mourn and weep, sorrow and 
rejoice, alternately. But their father has given 
them a hope which sets forth a prospect of go- 
ug home, where pure and substantial joys reign 
inmojested and uncontaminated with the cor- 
ruptions of earth. This hope of another and 
ubetter world, of meeting our friends, and of 
vasking in the fulness of joy which dwells in 
he presence of God, enables the Christian to 
rise above the darkness of this present state— 
‘o struggle on through pains and woes, be- 
lieving that he has in Heavena certain abiding 
place, where he shall feast on pleasures of a 
heavenly birth. 

Universalist. 


Br. Price, the worthy publisher of the Mes- 
senger and Universalist, having offered a second 
premium of $25 for the best orivinal tale adap- 
ted to the object specified in his former offer, 
now announces the reception of two, entitled 
‘The Contrast.’ The one to which the first 
premium has been awarded was written by Mrs 
Sarah A. Downer. The second was written 
by Br. Allen Fuller, the premirm for which is, 
the first four volumes of the Messenger bound. 
The names of these writers are both very favor- 


jabiy known to tle public, already; and we 


Joubt not but these articles will well sustain 
their reputation, 
Mag. & Adv. 
REIGN OF GRACE OVER SIN. 

The apostle tells us in Rom. v: 20, 21—‘More- 
wer, the Jaw entered that the offence might 
ibound; but where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound! ‘That as sin bath reigned 
unto death, even so might grace reign, through 
righteousness, unto eternal life, by Jesus 
Christ our Lord.’ How far does sin reign ?— 
Ans. Untodeath. Over whom? AJ] men.— 
Then just so far does 
grace reigr—yea, it superabounds sin, ‘Where 


‘The boy so long delights in his play, the youth 
sc long pursues his beloved, the old so long 
brood over melancholy thoughts, that no man 


neditates on the Supreme Being.’ 


Day and night, evening and morn, winter and 
Time sports, ege 


strained. 


When the body is tottering, the head gray, 
ind the mouth toothless; when the stmooth 


eyond the confines of mortality—beyond alljstick trembles in the “hand whieh it snpports, 


-he cares and vexations, the affiictiuns and loss-||vet the vessel of covetousness, remains unemp- 


ss of this impeifect state, and contemplate a 


tied, 
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THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER 


AND GOS 


A CONC ESSION. 


Original. 


I discovered an article, in the Inquirer and “An- 
chor, not long since, treating upon Infidelity — 
showing the causes of scepticism and the reasous 
why so many were led to dispute the authority of 
the scriptures. These were traced to the doctrine 
of Partialism, to the doctrine of a God 

‘Partial, changeful, passionate, unjust, 

Whose attributes were rage, revenge and lust ;” 
as the prolific source from whence all the scepti-| 
eal notions concerning the christian scriptures 

, proceeded. 

It is not difficult to prove the truth of what was 
there laid down as facts, even ‘our enemies them- 
selves being judges. It seems to be admitted by 
our Partialist brethren that could the doctrine of 
universal salvation be proved true, and the doc- 
trine of endless misery false, all Deists end skep- 
ties would embrace the christian religion. To 
show that this is admitted by our Partialist breth- 
ren generally, I will quote from an orthodox 

source. Ina number of the ‘American Revivalist,’ 
a paper published at Rochester, a correspondent 
who signs hisarticle ‘I. F2 holds the following 
language, ‘Let the doctrine of eternal punish- 
ment be erased from the Bible, and there hot 
the least doubt that the Deist would become its 
votary, aod exchange his Voltaire and the more 
scurrilous Tom Paine, for the Bible.’ 

Now it is virtually admitted that the doctrine of 
eternal punishment is so 


is 


inconsistent that the 
Deist cannot become a christian on that account. 
But erase that sentiment from the Bible and the| 
christian religion, and he would embrace chris- 
tianity at once. 


But it seems that partial religionists are so hos- 
tile to the dactrine of impartial grace. that diey 
bad much rather the Deist, would remain a Deist, 
and the sceptic, a sceptic, and the unbeliever, an 
unbeliever still, thar embrace the christian reli-| 
gion without the fear of an endless hell constantly 
before their eves. 
Deist to remain 


It were much better for the} 
a Deist—to revile and set at 
nought the scriptures and treat with contempt the 
christian religion—calumniate its precepts—laugh | 
and make fun of the atonement—deny the Lord 
that bought them! Ob! this were better—better 
far, than to vindicate the character of Christ | 
—practice his precepts—copy his examples—ven- 


by so doing they would thereby rejeet the faunda- 
mental, darling doctrine, endless misery. O! this! 
precious doctrine! Let it be ‘erased’ from the Bi-! 


ble says * I. F., but, by the by, it cannot be erased | 


for the very good reason that the Bible never cou- 
tained the sentiment. Therefore, what was never! 
written, can never be erased. We agree with this! 
writer that ‘there is not the least doubt that the] 
Deist would become its (the Bible’s) votary and) 


exchange his Voltaire, and the more scurrilous 


Ton Paine for the Bible, if he seriously believed) 


it did not contain the Goud-dishonoring sentiment 
of ‘eternal punishment? 


Bart as long as the Bible is supposed to contain 


| Bible? What notions of the Savior—of' salvation 


jinisery, or God hitmseif must die to appease his} j 


| Deist is told, is the character and attributes of De- 
{| 
erate his nume—revere the cliristian religion—if, 


jorthe ‘scurrilous Tom Paine,’ but really partial- 


|speak of the restitution of all things, (Acts iii: rag 
jattributes to the Deity a name 


for if God be a Facher, where is his honor, ae- 
cording to therscheme ‘of the Partialist? The 
Deistknows that, according to the doctrine of 
‘eternal punishment, he can never maintain the 
paternity of God. If he may vindicate his char- 
acter as a God, he can never as a Father; therefore, 
that book that denies the parentage of God, is ne 
worthy of his veneration or regard. But could 
the Deist believe that the Bible inculeated the sen- 
timent that God was the Father ofthe spirits of al 
flesh—that he sent his Son into the world to con- 
vinee the world that God wasa Father to th 
world, and that Jesus sealed this testimony wit! 
his precious blood on the cross—with this 
of the Bible and of Jesus, we may well say, witl 
‘{, F? there is notthe least doubt that the Deist 
would ‘excharge his Voltaire 
rilous Tom Paine for the Bible? Yes, the Bibk 
would be his meat and drink. Jesus would 
pear precious, the chief among tea thousand ¢ 1c 
altogether lovely. The Bible inculeating the: sen- 
iment that God is the father of the spirits of aii 
flesh—Jesus demonstrating the same fact to the 
world—the best feelings of the human heart 
accordance with the same, the Deist would assim 
ilate into the same feelings and with the devou; 
christian rejoice with joy unspeakable and fall of 
glory., 
viewed by the Deist ? 


view 


and the more scvb- 


What the sentiment of the 


—the atonement &c. according to Partialisin 2— 
Why the Deist is told that the Deity is divided 
against hunself—that one attribute requires the 
endless danimation of all his offspring—another re- 
quiring their salvation & happiness—and another 
requiring the death of himself to appease his own 
wrath, for it is: said that Christ the Son is God 3) 
and Christ died to appease the wrath of God.— 
Therefore the conclusion follows that God died! 
to appease hisown wrath! This, | 
is Bible doctrine. 
ic and treat it as false. Look for one moment and|\ 
see iv what a plight it places the great Jehovah.— 
God made man subject to Sin—man sirtned—God 


own wrath, He does die for this purpose; 
yet this does not satisfy man. Yea, millions 
nullions of human beings must suffer—eternally 


suffer the:ire of bis omnipotent wrath. This, the 


and) 


ity according to the Bible. I have not exaggerated. 
This is pure Partialism. There are the views of| 
those who Jimit the Holy One of [sraeljunless the 
Deist car entertain such views of God, of Christ, 
of the bible as these, he can neyer be converted | 
jto christianiny. 


Now I would not vindicate the cause of the Deist} 


ism has attached more scurility to the Deity, to 
Chirist, to the sacred scriptures to pure and unde- 
(filed religion, than all the Infidels, the Valtaire’s,| 
and *Pom Paine’s’ put together, But the Bible, 
as understood by all God’s holy prophets who) 


and a character 


the sentiment thatrobs the Father of spirits of} 


his paternal affection, so long will that book be re- 
garded hy them asa fable that never: was sane- 


wortny of a God. His attributes  perteetly handl 


tioned by divine authority. 


Sue nha 
Aud well it miglit, 


ape} 


in|] 


But how is the character of God to be! 


the Deist is told | 
No wonder then they discard 


became mad with rage—man ust suffer endless!!; 


aud) 


jinonize. ‘Lhe seriptures are consistent with then-| 
yselves. Man is happified —God is glorified. Let! 


PEL ANCHOR. aie 
thing that hath breath praise the Lord! Praise ye 
the Lord?’ Baits 


UNION ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS,. 


Original. 


This body held its annual session in Spencer Mass. 
on Wednesday and Thursday, April 8th and 9th. 
The season was one of peculiar interestand boly 
Joy. Seldom has the writer witnessed more of 
that commendable zeal, which our faith inspires ; 
or more affection and brotherly love, than was 
manifested on this occasion. We met at this As- 
‘sociation, the aged) pilgrim’ who had borne the 
‘burden for many years, and who had long 1e- 
joiced in the salvation of God. We found those 
pwho were in the meridian of life, and those also 
on whom was stamped inteiligence and youthful 
Vigor ; all of whom had come vp to worship the 
God of our father’s. And when the services of 
were coucluded, we could say, 
| Master itis good for us to be here.’ 

The business of (he Council was harmonious, 
aud no root of bitterness was there to mar the 
|yuod feelings which the occasion was calculated 
|| to excite. 


' 


ithe occasion 


The services of public worship, were well at- 
tended ; and sermons were preached by the follow- 


jing brethrgn—Brs. J. H. Willis—C. Spear—M. 


(He Smith—J. Boyden Jr—S. Cobb—and T. 
Whittemore. 


On Thursday afternoon, Br. ‘Gilman Noyes, 
was installed as Pastorof the Universalist Church 
and Society in Speucer. ‘The services were soi- 
emnand interesting: and the patient attention, 
which the crowded congregation, gave the neces- 
sarily protracted services,evinced the interest they 
felt on the oceasion. 


Br. S. Cobb preached the installing sermon, 
Br. T. Whittemiore de- 
Nera the Scriptures, and gave the charge. Br. 
. J. Greenwood gave the right hand of fellow- 


jand offered the prayer. 


lat Br. M. H. Sinith, addressed the Society. 


This happy occasion will be long remembered ¢ 
and we firmly believe that much good was dowe 
in the name of Christ our Redeemer. 


M. H. S. 


‘Phey ought mot to be countenanced,? 


Ozviginal. 


‘So says our Dutch Reformed Dominie.*  * They 
‘are crying Now 
Mr. Dominie how stand the facts in this case ? 
‘Have you forgotten, the respecttul  inyitation 
you received, 
‘the question whether this doctrine, you profess to 


peace, when there is no peace, 


about a year since, to discuss 


| hold in so much contempt, is in accordance with 


‘the law and the testimony? Ordo you imagine 
thatthe good people) of this city will eredit all 
your bare assertions, in relation to this matter 2— 
At so, think you will, ere long, find yourself 
[sadly disappointed. Let me assure yuu, Rev. Sir, 
‘ihe dime has cone when priests as well as other 

not merely to assert, but to 


| prove their assertions, by good and sufficient eyj- 


‘men, wre expected, 


dence. Now, Sir, if yon wish to discuss this all 


important question, beassured, you can have ap 


* Mr. Van Vecten, the Reformed Date clergyman of 


jaugels rejoice—‘let the earth be glad’—4et. every)|, 


Schenectady ? Ne Ye 
as: 


THE RELIGI 


ous. INQUIRER AND GO 


SPEL ANCHOR. 


opportunity, either through the columns of the 
‘Enquirer and Anchor,’ or by a public oral discus- 
sion. Truth is mighty, Sir, and will prevail!— 
Universalisin is daily making converts in your 
very midst, and all around the borders of your 
city—come forth to the combat then, like a good 
soldier of the cross and stay its progress if you 
can. Now is the time for you to be onthe alert, 
to bring forth your strong reasons, and check. the 
spread of this, to you, baneful-heresy. Consider 
your responsibility, and remember, if this work 
be of God, it will stand ; if not, itis your duty to 
endeavor to overthrow it. Awake! Now is the 
accepted time, now is thé day of salvation! ! Can 
you not save some poor soul, from the wrath of 
your offended God ? 
as brands from the burning 2 


Will you vot pluck sinners) 
Do you not pro- 


fess to love these precious souls? Can you, will 
you longer delay 2 I wait your reply. , 
Ty Ss. Wie 


ENguanen ALD ARCELOR 


SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 1835. 


SS —. 


Count THe cost.—There is a passage of scripture, 
found in the 14th chapter of Luke which it might be 
profitable for our Limitarian brethren to take into seri- 
ous consideration. It was addressed by the Son of 
manto the ‘multitudes’ who ‘went with him,’ and 
was designed to show those who might feel inclined to 
become his disciples the necessity of pondering well 
the path of their feet, and taking such precautions as 
would best secure them against disappointment, dis./| 
couragement and failure. ‘Which of you, intending to 
build a tower, sitteth noi down first and counteth the 
eost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?. Lest hap- 
ly, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to 
finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, saying, 
this man began to build, and was not able to finish. 

Now does not the limitarian faith ascribe the very 
same thing to the Deity that is here mentioned of the 
foolish man who ‘began to build’ without counting the 
cost, ‘and was not able to finish ?’?. Few at the pres- 
ent day will deny that God designed the salvation of all 
men and gave his Son a ‘ransom for all to be testified in| 
due time.’ Few will deny that the atonement is uni- 
yversal—that a foundation is laid by which all may be 
saved who will believe—ihat God is net, wiling any 
should perish but that all should come unto repentance. 
What then hinders the completion of that stupendous|| 
building by the salvation of allmankind, whose founda- 
tion is laid,.and whose ‘ chief corner stone’ is Jesus 
Christ? The reply is that some will not believe—they 
reject the means of grace. But did God intend their 
salvation? Most certainly he did. And did he count 
the cost ? Did he put in requisition such measures as 
will effectually secure their salvation? Ah! there 
is the rub—He did, if tbey believe—if they im: 
prove the means of grace. But if he designed ther sal- 
yation, he designed their , faith aud repentance also as 
the necessary means of accomplishing the work. Ifnot 
he did not sit down and count the cost. He did not fore- 
see the measures that would be necessary to put it in 
execution ; or if he foresaw and provided the necessary 
means, he had not power ‘sufficient to finish the 
work.’ j 

But su; pose he designed the salvation of allmen, and 
that design is not accomplished, what is the conclusion ! 
‘ Beware ! Ye believers in the perpetuity of Satan’s king: 


dom ! lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation andiis;}}. 


not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him. 


|world and draw our conclusions from facts which ap- 
|pear plainly written upon the face of the nations of) 


‘ed and almost unaccountable difference in the condi- plains, have been the results of unperverted Chris- 
But if it should appear that these things . 
lorigimated in a want of comformity to the instrue- 


| tions of Christ, it would make a very essential differ- 


does not save all he designs to save—if a large portion 


fire and brimstone through eternity—there will indeed be 
occasion to ‘ mock him,’ saying ‘ he began to build and 
was not able to finish. If the opinions of many are 
true, even devils will mock and exult in their conquests 
—amidst the miseries of hell will they howl the triumphs 
of their victorious arms. 


pecially ifit is admitted that God designs the final happi- 
ness of the whole humanrace. ‘Tellit not in Gath.’ 
R, 0. Ww. 


Wuat Has Curist pone ?—There are some people 
who profess themselves unable to see the,utility of 
Christs mission on earth. 


bloodshed and the counterbalancing blessings 
‘few and far between.’ Again'the partial believer 
has always supposed that he came to save men from)! 
the jaws of anendless hell,and on the supposition that} 
this is not true, he éannot see what good has resulted 
from the mission of Christ. 
enter largely intothe discussion of these matiers at’ 
present, but we beg leave to offer a few suggestions, 
which may lead the readerto a profitable train of re-| | 


flection. If we examine the present aspect of ihe} 


the earth, we may see that much good has been done 


in the name of the child Jesus. 


injustly charged upon christianity ? 
case admit, what no man can prove, that the earth 


and we willsee if its blessings will not more than 
abundantly counterbalance its evils. 
over the face of the earth we see that there is a mark-|| 


tion of different nations. In one nation we see suf-|| 


How very absurd is the notion of endless suffering, es-| 


The sceptie contends} 
that his mission has been’the cause of much war and. 
are | 


We do not intend to) 


| . “4 
| passions of the human heart. 


| which 


We will not pause to agitate the question whether) 


the evils of which the sceptic complains, are justly or! him if he isable account for the facts we have named. 


We will in this), 


stands aghast, and trembles at the phenomena. of na- 


are doomed to endless suffering—to be made the sportiof||ture around him, and seeks to appease the wrath of 


the angry Gods by modes of torture and rites of pri- 
vation, intense in pain as nature can endure. The 
car of Juggernaut grinds the body to pewder, the 
scorching flame curls around the body of the widow- 
ed wife, and babes and sucklings bleed upon the al- 
tar. -In another place, inferior perhaps in’ natural 
jadvantages, the scene is reversed. ‘The enlightened. 
| aind stands upon an eminence, and looking through 
| nature up to natures God,’ finds sources of calm and 
holy pleasuze, opened in the operations of ihe Crea- 
tor’s works, at which others quake with fear, ‘There 
‘religion becomes a matter of sweetest contemplation 
and the burden which it imposes easy and light. 


Let the question be asked, why are these things so ? 
| Why are not we groping in heathen darkness, bow 


ing before stocks and stones, and ourchildren bleed- 


ing and wives burning upon altars and in fires 2? Blot, 
\the name and the veligion of Christ from the pages 
of history and no man on earth can give an answer 
ito these questions? It is Christ’anity that has 
| wrought these wonders upon the face of the nations; 
land to Jesus of Nazareth is the world indebted, for 
that energetic influence, which has calmed the troub- 
led waters, and softened and refined the turbulent 
If the infidel doubts 
‘this, let him make the trial. _Let him take his pen 
and erase from the page of history, every sentence in 
Christ is mentioned, or on which he suspects 


|the influence of Christianity is recorded, and then let 


If he cannot do this let him no more profess that he 
Sees no good resulting from the mission of Christ.— 


would have been secure from many evils which it has) Let him compare these blessings with the evils about 
suffered, had it not been for, the christian religion, Which he declaims so long and loud and see if the bal 


lanceis not in favour of the.work of Chuiist. 
When we look) 


This much we have said wpon the supposition that 
the wars and contentions of which the sceptic com- 


tianity. 


fering both bodily and mental of the most aggravated) 
character preying upon almost the whole mass of the, 
people, arid in another there is plenty for the body! 
and peade for the ‘mind, -In our land civilization’ 
and the arts and sciences, ‘spread their blessings | 


round, and pour plenty into every department of so- | 
ciety. Men’s physical energies are developed, and 
their mental powers are cultivated, and thus ten thou-| 
sand scurces of high and rational enjoyment are, 


tl 


his work so often, to think of these things. 


t 


ence in the balance of the account. 

It might be well for those who denounce Christ and 
So also 
those who cannot see the utility of Chiist’s mission 
unless it Saves from hell in another world, would do 
wéll to refiect upon these things, and inquire if theze 
are not blessinzs in this worl], flowing fron the mis- 


opened and rendered acceptable to all. Who! lesome | 
laws are instituted, and personal safety is seeure d, | 
and the boisterous passions of human nature are re-) 
strained in their operation, and in a good measure | 
subdued. But look to another countiy, possessing 
perhaps inexhaustible resources for man’s comfort and 
convenience, and the scene is changed at once.— 
The man is but a step removed from the beasis. The 
arts and sciences are unknown, andthe energies of 
body and soul are calledin requisition only by stern | 
necessity, or in the work of destroying and devouring! 


1] 


i 


| 


one another. 

The unbridled passions of man are left uncontrol-' | 
led, and safety is secured but by the war-club, and 
the engines of destruction. There, crime of every 
kind, robbery, theft, murder and b!ovdshed walk un-' 
masked in the light of noonday. “ 


Nor is this ail. The re'izious aspect varies as | 


Beware, lestye advance sentiments which will turn the 


|much as the political condition. 


Jn one place, the 


sion of Christ, fly sufficient to com1 ent his g spel 
He ouc hewrts. .But there arza fow other refiections 

which we commend to such doubting believers. It 
might be well to pause and reflect upon this matter 
seriously. What rivers of comfort have flowed down 
upon the ‘world through the medium of the instrue- 
tions of Christ from the days of his personal ministry 
to the present time ! How many despairing children 
of humanity have been -cheered with the reflection 
that God was with them in the darkness and the light 
|to guide, to deliver and bless! To how many thou- 
sands has the cup of adversity been sweetened, by 
‘the faith that isin Christ Jesus! The sick, the af. 
flicted, the soruwliul, the dying—oh,’ how many 
faint hearts have been cheered and strengthened by 
a faith ‘somuch @ivine !’ That faith has hovered 
over the house of death and in millions of instances, 
made the dying bed ‘ feel soft asdowny pillows are.” 


‘It has pui the song of vic.ory in the mouth of the dys 


works of the Deity into a butt of ridicule! Yes, if heldeluded victim of a dark and dreary superstition, ing, and lishteJ up the smile of joy upon the features 


Qy. 
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of those wtio struggled with the pale terrific king. = 
But this is not all. Ithas lingered around the house 
of mourning and poured its comforts into the heart: 
of the afflicted. ‘The widow and the orphan ; the 
childless mother and the ;fatherless babe ; Oh! wha 
draughts of bliss unknown, what laurels of hope anc | 
peace, have come down upon their heads, us thes 
have thought of their Saviour, and of that land wheit 
the inhabitants shall not say I am sick, and partirg 
scenes shall be known no more! For all thes: 
things we are indebted to the labors ¥ instructions c 
Christ. Allthese comforts and hopes come down tc 
us through this medium, and to him we are indebtec 
for the happiness which men have enjoyed through the 
medium of this faith. Well then, may we say with 
the poet 

© Should all the forms that men devise, 

Assault my faith with treacherous art 

I would call them vanity and lies, 

And bind the Gospel to my heart.’’ 


4 


I. D. W. 


RCE A i per wee 
Puenactous preacurne-—lIt has heretofore been in 
some degree, a fault with clergymen of our denomin 
ation, that they have been more inclined to wage war 
with the creeds of other sects than to vindicate and en 
force their own faith—more disposed to pull down the 
strong holds of error, than to erect and adorn the 
beautiful temple of truth. This spirit is, tobe sure 
in a great measure, wearing away, for the reason thet 
the circumstances which occasioned it have, very 
considerably, diminished. Universalists are not now 
treated, so generally, with that violence and bitter 
accrimony which they have heretofore encountered— 
they are not now obliged to fight their way at the 
sword’s point, in promulgation of their sentiments 
Moreover the effect of such pugnacious preaching is 
seen to be unhappy. It does not promote that good & 
christian spirit which the gospel inspires, so much as \ 
it tends to foster sectarian bitterness, and disrespect) | 
_ Of all religion. Stillit is more or less 4 fault,and eS} 
pecially are our young preachers apt to fall into the 
habit. Charity, itis true, is more easily extended to 
them ; but charity cannot always acquit them. 
Much has already been saidon this subject inthe! 
different periodicals of our order ; but much more) 
remains to be said. We cannot expect to place oun’ 


doctrine—the doctrine of our Saviour—upon a perma- 
nent foundation, and gain for it the affections and! 
faith of unbelievers—believers of ‘another gospel’ 
—unless we constantly exhibit its beauties and un-! 


surpassed excellencies ; and make these the great) 


object of our public and private labors. A man of 
superior talents who preaches down orthodoxy, may 


| town orthodoxy—the unbeliever's sentiments. 


isome weighty objections—but what then? Do you ask 


|| trine. 


| theirtime and talent in.demolishing the errors of oth- 
| 9rs, unless they enforce the glorious system of divine 


believers, and the world will be evangelized. 


dazzle and charm for alittle season, but his preach- 


ing will have no lasting effect. It will not implant. 


the gospel deep in the affections of the heart, where] 
it will abide as the bread atid nourishment of the! 


spiritual life of mm, throvgh cvery vicissitude of his| 


| Bible Class connected with St. Paul’s church in this city 


ng. But what then? Suppose we embrace yous| 
views—suppose we cut from its moorings, our frail 
darque, and let it loose upon the wavy waters of life’: 
boisterous ocean, how much better off are we ?—tc 
vhat better haven shall we arrive ? 
rive usabetter system—a system that will improve 
dur condition in life, we cannot go with you. How 
2ver much you may ridicule our opinions, howevei 
much you may. throw the darts of sarcarm and eyen 
make our doctrines appear ridiculous ; still though 
you may injure our feelings, yet we laugh at your fol- 
ly, and remain unmoved and unconvinced by your ef 
-orts.” * 

‘Now this argument is equally powerful in the 
nands of an unbeliever, when directed against those 
who make it the great object of their preaching to pul 
A 
sospel minister may direct his whole artillery against 
it—he may use a variety of argument, sarcasm ancé 
ridicule,to show the unbelieving orthodox hearer tha: 
his views are wrong. And the hearer may sit and 
listen to it with patience and calmness; but then 
comes the retort. ‘ You have indeed made my doc- 
trines appear very ridiculous--you have presentec 


me to jump from my crazy barque into the broad ocean 
without providing a better ship to receive me? A- 
vaunt then ! I’cling to this, until you furnish some: 
thing better. If I sink I sink ; I shall do the same, 
if I leave it to follow you.’ 

Every one must see the importance of exhibiting 
that better system which will satisfy the mind. It 
cannot rest when driven about by every wind of doc- 
Let our preachers then, when they attempt to 
demolish orthodox notions, always take particular care 
toholdup, instriking contrast, the doctrines of di 
vine grace. Let them thus endeavor to inspire good 
feelings in their hearers ; and the gospel of the grace 
of God will grow, and flourish, and be received with 


zladness,and do goodin theland. In vain they spend 


grace, with all its charms and exeellencies, in bold 
relief, for their ‘reception. But when they become 
| gospel preachers, their hearers will become, gospel 
Even 


so may it be. R. 0. W. 


A Question.—We have had put into our hands a 
small placard, containing a number of questions, which 
we are informed, were put forth to be answered by the 


(Albany.) Among these questions there is one which 
we shall take the liberty of answering, and should om 
answer by chance fall into the hands of any of the mem 
bers of that class we will take it kindly, if they wil 
|give the answer to their associates. The question it is 


mortal career, until death closes the door of his pres- 
ent and opens a future existence- For ourselves, we 
frequently reason as follows against infidelity. We} 
say to the infidel :— 


“You ask us to reject christianity. ’Tis well, your'| 


request is perhaps sincere. You hold up to ridicule, 
the system of Jesus—you call him the illegitimate son 
of a prostitute, and wonder how christians can be- 
iieve the fables that ho stole from heathen myt/olc-| i 
sy! 


do we know of a future existence? All this we re- 


ceive without a murmur,and give itan attentive hear \|We answer, 


Andth2n youask with an air of triumph, what) timed. 


{true smacks considerably of a disposition, too often) 


But 
‘What would the Deist gain by embracin: 
| Universalism ? 


| manifested to identify Universalism with infidelity. 
here it is. 


We are told that it was mutually agreed that he would|! 
giin netving. Now this isa mistake. We happen tc 
| know a little somethimg about the value of Universalism 


(and we cannot agree to this answer, given as it ev. 
dently was by those-who knew not whereof they a! 


Unless you |) 


1. He would gain faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
illits happifying and sanctifying influences. 

The Deist believes not in Christ but considers him 
either an imposter or a fanatic. If he should embrace 
Universalism he would learn the doctrine of Jesus& be’ 
lieve his teachings, practice his precepts and love his 
name. Without this faith he cannot be a Universalist. 
If then to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ is gain, the 
Deist would become a gainer by rejecting Deism and 


embracing Jesus. ‘ 


2. He weuldgaina glorious hope of the resurrection 
of the dead, which would be as an ‘anchor to the soul 
Soth sure and stedfast. He would exchange a fearful 
dread of eternal oblivion in the grave, for a lively hope 
of a blessed and ahappy immortality, and believing he 
would rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.’— 
Judge ye whether this would be gain or loss. 


|, 3. He would gain a pure code of morality. He 
would lear to overeome evil with good, and instead of 
having a cold and lifeless fetter of a mora) law he 
would have the spirit and the power of it, sanctioned by 
all the glories of the divine attributes. and enforced by 
the movings of the spirit of gratitude, to 


‘Draw the willing soul along.’ 


Hence he would gain an unerring and efficient guide 
for his conduct inlife. He would gain comfort in 
affiction, support in adversity, encouragement in the 
discharge of every duty, strength in the day of trial, 
hope in death, and life from the dead by faith. We 
might say much more, but we forbear. We have an- 
swered the question, and it is our turn to interrogate. 

‘What would the Deist gain by embracing Partial: 
ism ? 

We will give our views in brief and if they are not 
correct we hope some one- will set us right. 

1. He would exchange faith in the one God of nature 
who is:good to all, for faith in the triune God of the 
Partialist, who is partial, tyrannical, and cruel. 

2. He would exchange a prospect of quiet and un- 
disturbed sleep in the grave, for a miserable fear of the 
flames and agonies of an endless hell. 

3. He would exchange a morality founded upon ex: 
pediency for one which flows from slavish fear. And 
whereas he before worshipped the God of nature, from 
motives of gratitude, he would now worship the God of 
the partialist, because he was afraid of the devil. This 
is all that we can conceive he would gain, and whether 
it would be gain or loss the reader must judge. 


1. D. W. 


To CorresponpEeNnts.—We acknowledge the favor of 
‘Genesis.’ A poetical article over the signature of ‘M’ 
has been received. And ‘Calista’ also is again welcome 


to our columns. 


7 
ACCESSIONS TO THE MINISTRY.—The Magazine and 
Advocate gives the names of two gentlemen of high re- 
spectability and good attainments, who have resolved to 
levote their time and talents to the ministry of recon- 
giliation and commenced preaching the docirine of a 
world’s salvation. The name of one is Townsend P. 
Abel, late of Wyoming, N. Y. And the other is Br. 
Thomas J. Smith of Norwich, Chenen7o co. N. ¥, 


A Joxe.—In the last No. of the Philadelphia Lik. 
ralist, the Editor says :—‘ We perceive, that Oracle 
\aron is half inclined to’ make a serious matter of a 
oke’ From this we infer that the ‘ Seniorclergyman 
of Pennsylvania’ regards himself, iogether with the - 
Organ of Universalism’ and Br. Grosh’s ‘specta. 


| What would the Deist gain by embracing Universalism 


=—_ 


les,’ as a mere joke! Well, we must be permitted 
© express our grave and sober a.tonishment; for we 
-upposed that the ‘ Seinor’ in particular was really a 


2. 
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‘serious’ matter-offact sort of thing. But now. we 
are more than ever, convinced that the world: is full! 
of mistakes andshadows. 1 Re, O. We 


New Sociztiesz—New societies ar2 multiplying so} 
fast, on every hand, that we are obligtd to study { 
brevity in noticing them. To imsert at length all 
the notices of new societies that appear in our ex- 
change papers, would occupy to much room in ou 
columns to the exclusion of other interesting matter.) 
The following have been organized within a_sho:t| 
time. y | 

“Onthe 10ult.’ says the Herald of Truth, ‘a soci- 
ety of Universalists was duly organized at Asi ford 
N. Y. consisting of 28 members. 

Anotherof the sarve faith was formed at Mansfiel¢' 
Catteraugus Co. N. Y. consisting of eleven mem-|, 
bers. : 

Br. J- Britton ‘states, in the Magazine, and Advocate , | 
thata Universalist society was formed in Middleville 
Herkimer Co. N. Y. on the 24 ult. | 

Another, we understand, was.organized on the 2¢ 
ult. at GilLertsville Ctsego N.Y. and another recently! 
in Manchester N. Y. 


Srar iN PHE EAST AND NEWHAMISHIRE UNIVER- 
Satist.—This religious periodical published at Con- 
cord N. 4. has just commenced its 2d volume: The 
first volume was commenced a year ago with a patron- 
age of about fifty subscribers ; the paper has now 
nearly enovgh to pay the expense of publication.— 
This is <uff.cient evidence thet itis conducted with tal- 
ent & ibility. It isa firmand efficient advocate of in 
partial grace ; andits publishers, we trust, will, in 
due time, receive a patronage sufficient 10 reward 
thei for their l.bors of love. 


Oprosition to UniversaLism.—The following brie! 
extract we take from the third number of Br. Rogers 
tour (hrough ihe western States, published in‘ the 
Magazine & Advocate. After leaving Pittsburg Pe. 
he travelled into Ohio , and visited several places 
in that State, meeting with opposition not altogether 
dissimilar to that he encountered in Pittsburg,thou_h 
somewhat less violent. The remarkable piety ex 
hibitedin the following extract is indeed chara-teris- 
tic of many who would not for all the woild belive nj 
Universalism. ; 


Sinners love the doctrine of universal sava 
tion—saints are opposed to it. Example, O01 
my passage dawn the river fo Wheeling, Va. 
{ took a parce! of Universalist sermons out ci 
my trunk and offered them‘to the gentlemen it 
the cabin for their perusal. Do you wish «ne, 
Sir? seid J, toa person who had been grinnin, 
for some hours éver a volume of coarse. song 
and conundrums. *No, Sir,” was his reply. 
while he screwed up his visage toa saintly depre: 


careand serious attention. 
\that attention which it deserves. 


’ nae . 
‘nishing tenets, than to the scandal of all re. 


ry, why we should employ fiction in the caus: 


S = 


Reriections on Prize tares.—The remarks we 
give below appearin the last No. of the Trumpet! 
over the signature of ‘H. B.’ which is teadily un: 
derstood to be the initials of the venerable Hosea} 
Ballou of Boston. 'The subject is one of importance! 
and cannot be weighed and examined with too much) 
We trust it will receive) 


| 
> ; ‘ahs ae) 
Gr. Warrremore:—T here is a particulaa| 


ubject that has caused my mind considerable 
labor, and not a little confiict bet\veen inelina 
tion ard duty. 
vardvand respect for our brethren, who are en-| 
siged as editors of religious papers, designe: 
to buili up and promote the ciuse.of impartial 
and universal salvation, but a warn | 
utecten likewise; and it is painful to my feel. 
tgs to be impressed with a sense of duty whict) 
lnects me to find any fault with any of the! 
veans which they employ for the furtheran e| 
of the woud and worthy cause in which we are 
deeply interested. But 1 have come to the 
souclision to presume so much on the candor 
ind charity of those bretlren as we .believe.|! 
they will think, that if T fault them in any mat- 
er, 1 do it with the best of motives; and tha 
wh err, the error isof the head, and not of tie 
leart. 

The particular subject F havein my mind. 1: 
he practice of pwolis ing.in religious papers fc- 
ious narratives,designed to have an unfavora 
Je bearing on the doctrises of our opposers. 
bit to represent our own sentimens ina way of| 
the highest commendation. IT can hardly be 


oodness 


Lenteytain not only a high re-}) 


jwe do not wish you to take our word. 
| 


-during the coming summer. 


and,afier mangling bim-in ashocking manner, he 
commenced the same work upon his father. For- 
tunately, however, by the timely interference of 
ithe neighbors, the lives of hoth were saved, and 
the maniac taken to a place of safery. He regrets 
that he did not kill his father and brother, as he 
‘believes himself commanded ‘to. exterminate 
them,’ : 


New prupsications.—Br. Menzies Rayner: and Br. 
Darius Forbes, will each accept our thanks for the 
sermons they have been so kind as to send us. 
are both able productions andif it would doany good, 
|we would tell our readers, that they are excellent, for 
we could doit in good conscience. But kind reader 
Go and buy 
a copy of each, sit down and read them attentively, 
and if you do not rise benefitted and insiructed, then 
you may callus a false prophet. 


I. D. W. 


WuirtincHam Vt.—The friends of God’s impertial 
and efficient grace are alive in this place to the cause 
of their Master. The Universalists here, are very 
respectable in point of numbers, and in a moral 
point of view, are inferior fo no other denomination 
inthe town. ‘They have raised the money and have 
contracted, for the erection of a new meeting house 
The house will be built 
with a tower and furnished with a bell—we wish them 
God speed. 


Cc. W. 


Very courtrous—Greénjield, Mass.—A number of 
the ‘Inquirer and Anchor,’ directed to D. Denio, Green- 
field, Mass. was recently returned to this Office with 


jeve it necessary to.say more than just to hin |/this very respectful and gentlemanly sentence written 


hat such practicc is liable to exceptions; for . 
elieve my brethren inch more discerning tha 
oyself, and as soon as they shall call the sub- 
j et into qnestion, they will see ts hiopropriety 
anl be able to point out more of its defect: 
t an Tcould, if | made the trial, At first view 
it is apparent, that the same practice, not onl 
vin be. but has been resorted to by the enemies 
o* the truth} whereby innomerable fal-e repre- 
eitations have been reezivel by the public 
ot more be sure to the damage of our distin- 


lizion. In this practice then, we find ourselve 
‘Howing that pernicious example, which ba: | 
rendered the honesty inl. sincerity of our ene- 
nies quesionable, even among their own friends 
\ second look at the subject prerepts the qne- 


f sober gospel trath, while the volume of di- 
‘ine revelation furnishes an inexhausiidle treas- 
ire of fact, of proof, aud illustration, whicl 
nay be employed in our cause, to a far greate 
idvantage than any inventions of our own‘ 
When our opposers go to this divine armor 
hey are sure to meet with w defeat, becaurs 
he testimony is against then; but when we 
oHow them into fictions, theirs may be as we! 


of sourness. ‘L look on them Siy, as Ua - 
phemous productions.” .Ithen offerel one t 
another person, a foreignar, who rejecied it wit 

the most discotirteous contempt, observing, tha 

in every thing else he had found seme:hing t 

approve as well as condemn; “bat is Unive - 
galism, by Gd, there is nothing to approve ; 
T oo Paine’s Age of Reason is pure Christian 
ity, compared with such cursed trash !?’) © 
course | wasted no breath in remonstrance will 
this, mild and pious gentlemar. 


ersaliso! 


It is clear ju [himself authorized by ihe parable in’ Luise xin 
a saint, for wone but such are opposed ti 5—9 10 4 eul dlown,’ uufruitfiil tree §, he took an 


‘ontrived as our own, and as easily fabricated. 
f H. B. 


/ WU ll) Mee ee ec GT | ' 
Revivay Froivs.—Mr. Alfred Philbrick of 
Newark Ohio, we learn on the authority of th 
‘Sentinel and Star in the West, has recently be- 
come a amaniac in Consequence of attending wa 
Methodist campmeeting, Having returned hone | 


from the meeting “born again? and supoosing 


npon the margin—Slop your trash! Done, Done.— 
Now we do not know any thing about Mt. Denio, but 
we do not believe that having taken the paper for so 
long a time, he would be guilty of such a gross viola- 
tion of the rules of courtesy, and such an insult upon 
the conductor of a public journal, unless he has be- 
come orthodox. If he has changed his views, we 


should expect he would also renounce every thing that 


belongs to the gentleman, andthe man of honor, dignity 
and uprightness. We more think it is the work of 
some very pions and dignified Postmaster. If so, we 
would just whs e ii his ear that there isa man in 
Washington, who occasionally takes the liberty and 
‘responsibility’ to ‘ refoim’ such ill-bied wretches out 
of office. Let him remember he was not put there to 
abuse, but to accommodate the public. 


REMOVAL. 
THE OFFICE of the Inquirer and Anchor is removed 
‘0 the building formerly owned and occupied by Mr.' N. 
Ruggles in Main St. a few rods south west of the State 
House square. 
Hartford, April 1835. 
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Meligtous Potters. - 
Br. W. A. Stickney will preach in Burlington the 3d 
Sunday in Apriland a lecture at New Hartford Centre in 
the evening. 
Br. J. Shrigley will preach at the School house neat 
Col. Sarnuel Norris’ in Suffield on the 1st, Sunday in 
May. Subject, ‘The new birth.’ 

Br. R. O- Williams will preach at Simsbury on the, 
ith Sunday inst. and at New Hartford in the evening 
same day. “ 

Br. Shiigley will preach at Barkhamsted on the 4 
“widay inst. 

Br. F. Hitchcock will preach in Amonia N, Y. 
near Cline’s Comer on Sunday the 26 inst.—at 
Hitchcock's Corner in the evening—it Limer.ck vil- 
ge in €ai-bu y on Monday cvening the =1—at Nor- 
cl« Tuesaay evening the 2&th—at Cclebico% Kiver 
Wednesday evening the 2J—at Co.nwill Hollow 
Thursday evening the 3(th. 


The Connecticut Association will hold its annual 
session at Tolland on .Wed:esday and Thursday 29 
and 30 inst. By order A. Cace. 


axe and coumenced bewing down his brother ; 


Sianding Clerk, 


They . 


/ 
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|cher, a quarier of the time the year round.— ‘dience of the whole earth to Christ, than you 


wis Ba ; im 3 ing i 
i 2 Dalat — — |But afier hearitfg the great 'Messrs.———-—, | would now feel in believing in the wonderful 
Efope. they have no relish for ordinary preaching. transformation of scenery around you, which 
Ohiginal. iiowever sound or evangelical it may be. Should) the two succeeding months will bring to your 


view ? 

We. close these few hasty remarks by one or 
two practical reflections. First, let no one whe 
believes in the gospel, ever doubt for a single 
inoment, ofits final and universal triumph inthe 
perfect administration of all its promises and 
‘threatenings ; and so aneverlasting spring pre- 
vail over the moral waste of barbarism and sin. 
Hence, let no one neglect to use the means as- 
signed him for the advancement of an object of 
|such intense interest. 

| Secondly, let no one who believes in God and 
bis Christ, ever despair of the world’s salyation 
though to human power it be ever so impossi- 
|ble, remembering that nothing is impossible to 
|Him who hath promised to swallow up death in 
victory, aud to raise his servants from the 
deepest woe to the highest bliss. 
[Ind. Mess.] 


this most imprudent course be persisted in, 
ruin to the cause will be the inevitable conse- 
quence, wherever it is practised—Such cannot 
certainly be the way to build up societies.— 
|Brethren, these things ought not so to be.— 
And, besides, if you will carefully compare the, 
sermons of our young preachers with those of 
\\their seinors, you will not perceive so great a 
difference as you might at first imagine. Yon 
will find that in sometimes judging of ‘ smart 
preaching,’ there 1s something in anamr. We 
have sometimes heard very poor sermons from 
our learned senrors, but then there was the po- 
tency of a,name, which. rendered ihem in the 
jestimation of some, very ‘smart’ discourses. 
On reflection, our brethren cannot but see. 
that the course referred to above, is calculated 
to dishearten young ministers, ifnot drive them 
from the ministry. If they are not employed 
and snitably compensated, it cannot be expect- 


Sweet hope ! the balm of heavenly joy, 
Triwniphant reign in ev'ry mind ; 

Let doubt no more its peace destroy, 
But all the world thy solace find. 


Thou art the comfort of my days, 
The anchor of my fleeting hours— 
The joy that wakes to life my praise, 


And elevates my drooping powers. | 


Thou look’st beyond this vale of tears, 
Beyond these scenes we now deplore, 
When thy soft hand shall end our fears, 

And mortal cares return no more. 


There, O my soul, forever rest 
On this bright hope of joy and peace, 
When kindred souls, with sorrows prtess’d, 
From sin and pain shall find release. 


There, in that clime of fadeless joy, 
Shall minds to full perfection rise ; 
The ransom’ d world their powers employ 


Aa bloom. immnortalan the ekies. cu. jed that they will long continue in the ministry.’ Pilarrtages, é 
se as And how can they be employed, if you take all) Im Stafford, by Rey. J. H. Willis, Mr. Benjamin F. 
When I die. (be money you can raise, which would compen-| Burgess, to Miss Mary E. Corps, of Stafford. 
ie jsate them for a quarter of a year’s services,and || _ 
|zive it some experienced brother (who is wel. | Deaths, 
Be no obtrusive stranger nigh |settjed and in the receipt of a regular. salary) ; 
To watch the dim fix’d glassy eye, ‘er preaching two or three Sunday’s. Brethrer:|In Albany on sunday evening 20, ult. Mr. Willliam S, 
To catch the last convulsive sigh, we beseech you, think on these things.—[Phil-| Cobb, aged 25. 
When I die. acelphia Liberalist. He was respected and beloved by those who knew 
; ‘him, and his virtues will be remembered and chetish- 
Let no officiovs priest intrude, i % ‘ed by his companions, long after he shall have slept 
With zeal unhallowed—language rude, Spring. \in the tomb. 
To shake my confidence in God, There is a sublime moral lesson taught the], At Genoa, N. Y. on the 17th of Feb. Julia A. 
When I die. jcon'emplative mind by this most delightful of daughter of Mr. William and Mrs. Harriet Hewitt, 
Al yan Ps ; , ; ‘ aged two years Mrs. H. is the daughter of Capt. Ste- 
: |che seasons. When it approaches our north- phen Collins, formerly of this place: It is but a 
Let one—one only ed Re ee ern regions, finds the forests without foliage, \|short time since, she was called to mourn the loss of a 
. Sa eee eee | the grass sear and dry, and the mountains and pends Bree 7 ca a child is taken away. May 
Wk ( \vallies one wide waste; who, that had not seen} 5) ate ges eee of the gospel be richly imparted to 
jit would believe that in the short space of a few| Tr iSoneisoras the 19H uit $s 
To tell of faith and hope—of joy weeks, itcould enrobe the forests with verdure, child of Henry wie viens Eliza, peepee’ Peete 
And happiness without alloy, jcoyer the hills with flocks, and the fields with|'The grass withereth, the former fadeth, but pao 
In world’s where praise is all th’ employ. |fiowers? How astonishing the change! How ‘of our God shall stand forever. Suifer little children 
When I die. wondeifully effected!- Surely it is the work ot . ee me and forbid them not. for of such is 
To cite Jehovah's promises, \God pay wonderful the preservation of veg-| ie ont hi 
0 point to brighter scenes than this— etable life, though the cold and dreary winter ; Toewende ita ey Sena 
Scenes of interminable bliss, and how a at agp its restoration in all its va- And all bewail his early doom ; 
Went Talis: ; |riey and lovliness. Innumerable are the pur- His mother cries, my son, my son.’ 
Hi | poses of benevolence which it unfolds and ac-|| ’ But who is he that cometh now ? 
Rest, 0 my soul, on him who saith |complishes, and a universal chorus of praise | rc estrellas Shines around ; : 
“I finish’ sin—abolish death ? |goes up to the Divine Author of life from His) A trillent A palit aude Brow, 
My Savior God, receive my breath, lrenovated ercation, surround. 
Wien tndset aes In Stafford, Ann Haivey, only child of Mr, Moses 


Let us view this enchanting scene spreading 
around us, drawn by the pencil of an Heavenly 
| Artist, till we catch its holy and gladdening in- 


Harvey, aged one year and four months- 
} 


; In Durham Conn. on the 14th March, 
'year of his age, Mr. Edgar H. Parsons. 


in the 26th 


| 
| 
| 
What is in mame. | 
| 


We answer, there is considerable—often much! 
more than there should be——more than there| 
*“pEsERvVES to be. The above question was for-| 
cibly brongbt to mind on perusing an article, 
from a Jate number of the N. EL. Impartialisi, 
concerning ‘smart preachers, &c. From the| 
article referred to, we are led to conclude, that! 
the Universalists in some parts of New Eng- 
land, conduct very foolishly. They have got it| 
into their heads that nobody can preach but} 
the great Mr. Sevex, or Borus! All the 
money tney cen raise they will expend for) 
having three or four Suoday's preachingy in, 
the year, by such disunguished brethren, They 
pay them an extravagant price for their services, | 
besides detrayins their traveling expenses.—| 


They will havea few great weetings, and then||seen the astonishing ciange, produced by thc 


it is allover. These brethrea might with the 


spirations ; and then throw our minds upon 
Kizekiel’s ‘ valley of dry bones,’ or on the mor- 
al desolation of a world lying in wickedness. 
and ask ourselves, Can these dry bones live? 
Can it be that this desolation will, under the 
uinistration of the gospel, bud like the wilder 
uess, and blossom as the rose of Sharon? Have 
thou faith as a grain of mustard seed, and the 
glories of an eternal spring will encircle thy 
o:l-—the dark mists of more] death clear away. 
and the bright visions of the hill of Zion bles: 
thy believing eyes, Yes, the gospel wil 
juicken those who are fallen in despair, regen- 


earth and ‘heaven with the ‘praises of God 
Now let me ask you, reader, had you nevei 


erate the kingdoms of the world, and fill the|) 


| Itseldom falls to our lot to record the death of one 
|who was so universally beloved as Mr. P. He had 
been a resident of Virginia for ten years past, and at 
‘the time of his death, thad been jn this part of the 
country but little more than a week. ‘He came to 
|New England to purchase goods for the southern 
‘market, and expected to return again to the South at 
or about the time he departed this life. Mr, P was 
much esteemed by all; the tongue of calumny could 
‘find nothing to say against him; in short his character 
\was above reproach. The following note from his 
‘clerk-at the South, will serve to show the high esti- 
‘mation in which he was held in that part of the 
‘country, § His industry, good manners and marked 
Jiberality, readily gained the esteem and respect of 
this acquaintance. No person possessed a better heart; 
‘and his hand was ever open to all the charities of his 
natuie.’ 

| With Mr. P. I have been acquainted fi i 

lup, and those aitachments ie iy phe aig 


| 
| 


| 
{ 
| 


spriny, would you find less difficulty in believ- 


same means, employ a good and talented piea- 


jing in the moral reformation and cheerful obe- 


\bween us, were strengthene by age. 

i As to his fai h, we have reason to think tha: 
lieved ina glorious and happy immoriality 
‘whole family of man, HAM 


